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Inspiring the Archdiocese of Baltimore -

A life of intimacy with God

Carmelites
commemorate .
225 years

BY MARIA WIERING
mwiering@CatholicReview.org

TOWSON - If there’s one thing to
know about Baltimore’s Carmelites,

it’s this: “We're all passionately in -

love with God.”

So says Sister Cecilia Ashton,
a 37-year-old novice and former
dentist who sold two Columbia-
area practices to join the commu-
nity in 2013. Her eyes shone as she

described feeling a sense of “home”
in the solitude of Baltimore’s Car-
mel, set in 27 wooded acres off
Dulaney Valley Road.

Nov. 2-8 is National Vocations
Awareness Week, which promotes
vocations to the priesthood, dia-
conate and consecrated life, includ-
ing the Carmelites. ;

Like the Archdiocese of Balti-
more, the community is celebrating
its 225th anniversary this year. It
is also commemorating the 500th
birthday of St. Teresa of Avila, a
Spanish mystic who reformed her
order, founding the Discalced Car-
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Like the
Archdiocese of
Baltimore, the
Carmelites are
celebrating the
- 225th anniversary

¢ of their founding.

melites with St. John of the Crbss. : MAS S, C R SPEC[AL FOR 225TH

She was born March 29, 1515.

St. Teresa strove to bridge the
natural divide between the Carmel-
ites’ hermetic tradition and com-
munal life, said Sister Constance
FitzGerald, 80, who joined the
community in 1951.

The 17 nuns in Baltimore’s Car-
mel, ages 36-94, navigate the two

_poles daily. They unite for Mass,

two meals and to chant some of the

i

Liturgy of the Hours. The rest of

their time is typically spent in quiet
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Nov. 6 marks the 225th anniversary of the establishment of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore as the first diocese in the United States.
To commemorate the anniversary, Archbishop William E. Lori will
celebrate an anniversary Mass at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen
in Homeland Nov. 2, at 3 p.m.

Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien, his predecessor as archbishop of
Baltimore, and several other American cardinals are expected to
concelebrate the Mass, along with bishops who have served the
archdiocese. No tickets are required, but general seating is on a first
come, first served basis.

Subscribersofthe Catholic Reviewwill receive an 80-pagespecial
edition, dated Oct. 30, commemorating the 225th anniversary.
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