
Matthew 16:13-20 (NRSV)

Peter’s Declaration about Jesus

Now when Jesus came into the district of  Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of  Man is?” And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of  the prophets.” He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah,the Son of  the living 
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of  Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And I tell 
you, you are Peter,and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of  Hades will not prevail against 
it. I will give you the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
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Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by Dr. Bonnie Thurston 

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer


