
MT 21:33-43

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

 Jesus said to the chief  priests and the elders of  the people::
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, 
and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 
they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw 
him out of  the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner 
of  the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;[a]

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of  God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of  the 
kingdom.[b]

Footnotes
Matthew 21:42 Or keystone
Matthew 21:43 Gk the fruits of  it
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Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by Fr. Robert Leavitt, PSS

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer


