
Matthew 22:15-21  NRSV

The Question about Paying Taxes

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he 
said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of  God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of  their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me 
the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 
They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.”

Lectio Divina 
October 17, 2020

Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by Sr. Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer


