
Matthew 25:1-13 NRSV

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

Jesus told his disciples this parable:

“Then the kingdom of  heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids[a] took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom.[b]  Five of  them were foolish, and five were wise.  
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;  
but the wise took flasks of  oil with their lamps.  As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of  them became drowsy and slept.  
But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  

Then all those bridesmaids[c] got up and trimmed their lamps.  
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of  your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’  But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they went to buy it, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  

Later the other bridesmaids[d] came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’  But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.[e]

Footnotes

a.  Matthew 25:1 Gk virgins
b. Matthew 25:1 Other ancient authorities add and the bride
c. Matthew 25:7 Gk virgins
d. Matthew 25:11 Gk virgins
e. Matthew 25:13 Other ancient authorities add in which the 
Son of  Man is coming

 

Lectio Divina 
November 7, 2020

Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by Sarah Kohles, OSF  

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer


