
Matthew 25:31-46  NRSV

The Judgment of the Nations

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of  Man comes in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of  his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats,  and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left.  Then the king will say to those at 
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of  the 
world;  for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me,  I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of  me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And 
the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of  the least of  these who are members of  my family,[a] you 
did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that 
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of  you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of  the least of  these, you 
did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Footnotes
a. Matthew 25:40 Gk these my brothers
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Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by John Donahue, SJ  

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer


