
Mark 8:27-35

Peter’s Declaration about Jesus

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of  Caesarea Philippi; and 
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And 
they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, 
one of  the prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”[a] 30 And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him.

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of  Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.”

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If  any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of  the gospel,[b] will 
save it.

Footnotes

a. Mark 8:29 Or the Christ
b. Mark 8:35 Other ancient authorities read lose their life for the sake of  
the gospel

Lectio Divina 
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Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer


