
Lectio Divina 
September 23, 2023

Greeting and Opening Prayer 
Part I  
1)  Hear the text read. 

2)  Recall the text by saying a word or short phrase that 
touched your heart.  Listen to what others say.  If  
someone says your word, simply repeat it again.

Part II: Commentary by Lyn Osiek, RSCJ

Part III: Hear/See the text again with 5 mins silence 

Part IV: Reflection and Sharing in Small Groups 

◊ Share your reflections on what is happening in 
the text and what it means today.  

◊ What do you observe? 

◊ Is there anything that leaves you perplexed/confused?

◊ What does this text mean to you?  

◊ What has praying with this text called forth from 
you personally? 

◊ What needs to change in you having read this 
text?  

◊ What difference will this text make in your life?

Part V:  Give Thanks 

Offer petitionary prayers to God.

Closing Prayer

Matthew 20:1-16a
The Laborers in the Vineyard

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
20 “For the kingdom of  heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them 
into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 
they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 
8 When evening came, the owner of  the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 
then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of  them received a denarius. 
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of  them also received a denarius. 11 And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of  the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he 
replied to one of  them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’[a] 16 So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.”[b]

Footnotes
a  20.15 Gk is your eye evil because I am good?
b  20.16 Other ancient authorities add for many are called, but few 
are chosen


